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Farafra is one of the oases of the Egyptian Western Desert, a large 
region made up of a series of shallow basins and depressions. Recent 
archaeological investigations showed how during the Mid Holocene 
Farafra functioned as a crossroads for people and resources in the 
trajectories between the Western Desert, with a particular emphasis on 
its northern edge, and the middle Nile Valley.

Dr. Giulio Lucarini is a Marie Curie Fellow at the McDonald Institute 
for Archaeological Research at the University of Cambridge (UK). 
His research interest focuses on the transition from foraging to food 
production economies in North Africa.

The lecture is organized in cooperation with the Topoi research group 
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Slab structure site at the Farafra Oasis, Egypt. Image: Giulio Lucarini


